ApprovedFor Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP80Ftlrf720R000700080002-1 


Wa 


shington, D. C. 2UUI0 


The Editor 

The New York Times 

229 West 43rd Street 

New York, New York 10036 


Dear Sir: 


Oil . 

■ 1 t An crust 6 "entitled "Bloodbath in Binh- 

The Times 1 lead editoria o betwe en the recent reports of 
dinh. . . " makes a misleading “a^ogV^ provinoe and an allegation 
Communist public execution executed" by the South Vietnamese. 

that "9820 civilian Communis testimony before a House subcom- 

The source of the latter is giv that taken by the House Foreign 

mittee last year, which is f-^Xn Subc— ee of the Committee 
Operations and Government W«r» ^ ^ gource of most of the stati- 
on Government Operations. witness, I must point out /our 

ttet tMS te “ y rep 

the "execution” of civilian Communists. 


j vpar 1970 and the first 
The specific number of 9820 covere . own testimony to 

P Tti^p figures were updated m my o 

two months of 1971. T § ro ueh May. In this testimony, 1 clear y _ 

cover the additional months thxoug Y against the Communist 

stated that the Government of captU red, rallied or killed, 

infrastructure was measured by memb P were killed in the course 

Of those killed, I indicated that ^ ost J * of f arrests by police or 

of military actions and ^ ^ ^justifiable abuses had occurred 

other forces. While I J^t^ism over the years, I plainly pointed 

in the fight against Viet Con, ^ gmall in number. Your editorialist 

out that the instance ' whe n he asserted that the total of those 

fntallv ignored this testimw y 
cotany a i'R X ecuted. 


re 


■■ally ignored uua - -- " . , 

ported as "killed” were "executed. 


STAT 
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We who have worked with the Vietnamese to help them to defend 
themselves against Communist terrorism and military assault are well 
aware of the costs that all Vietnamese have paid. It does them a dis- 
service, however, to change verbs in the manner of your editorialist 
and to ignore evidence such as the Binhdinh refugee's statement quoted 
in your August 10 issue that "Our presence here shows our choice" of 
which Vietnamese government he preferred. 

Sincerely, 


W. E. Colby 

Former Deputy for Pacification, Saigon 


Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000700080002-1 



Approved IW Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP80fROlWbRpOp700080002-1, i:; , 


<\ • . , \ • A 

. ; --X r> -' : 


■V-' s "■ ■*■■■ . ' .- v 
• !; :■ 


Allot,,’.;.' S . OC fW, A.' H A.': erg S.'S-I C .! o 

r. :C. . : , -j V ■.■W.-.r.w . V S.W. :, J r 1 

G?Xn,Z.h^0i)Z,P:MUh.:rlSiL--l ; ;3 


O 


5-,< ‘A.fYrjrptb 1 '"5 ^ °* r *“ r types or cases, 

.•Titc public execution of an estimated 250 to 5C0 Suwon SUK ‘f.f tSCpidls K ” ? " tor j:asr>U21 v, ’ 0 --” rs > e; S h: 

officials and others by Communist forces during their «»- 

occupecion of BJnhclinh Province adds another sordid 

c’mp'cr to the bloody history of the Wetnam war. \1 ' ,:, T‘ WUv ° " C! ‘r :n - , - c * app.oacn.- 

The executions, reported by allied intelligence officers a s c ‘f ar - C! * t ra^ncato ro: priority of state law, 

and corroborated in on-the-spot interviews by a Times ^ -^ r '-\ 0 \ lK * p:eser,t xmusa cal, would be an mvita- 
corrospondent, expose once more the ruthiess brutality '^lesaie nasprmt strikes and an accelerated 

which the Communists exhibited at Hue. during their 1S3S - L ^ 01 h ^ ? “ a ‘ co "' s \ _ 

Tat offensive. Such barbaric tactics serve to undermine ' - 

the prospects for" a political accommodation. in South lA/a^-or.a ip’mwp Q O w • 

Vietnam-- the kind of accommodation the Communists Yj ^ a~- -WiUi ill .**3 »%J „ >5 r» 

5>Y7 they nrc siskins in p^ns 

° : • . . , V/eirara reman is apparently not an orphan after all. 

B;n auuin nas also ceen a principal target of the in- rrc-sidort Nixon’s strong letter ro cue t . 

xnmous 'Pxioenix” program, under which South Viet- it no - eviscerate the reform bill revives boon th£‘£ will 
namese counicrterror teams -recruited, organized, sup- . r<oi k: , tha R , os - innovative social prnocW of -is t-ur 
puec ana pmd by the C.i.A.—hnve sought to “neutralize” yaars m the V/hite House die without a w-b 
Communist caor.es throughout the country. According to jbe President is right in behevinv that vmkam r w n -rr, 
mq-^^ usg su b < r9-nmitte$ las t year , t ),820 ' v/ill have no chance if the Senate strips away the oelic- 

in^o^rtwr^io^^od. ■ them into the pending reve^e-shuring" bhLToS" much 

Earn wow have committed calculate .atrocities . in damage has already been done by the earlier decision of 

Sotun Vietnam, over ana boyona the indiscriminate both houses of Congress to divorce higher Social Se-ar-tv 

smugrtm that inevitably results from the massive Amer- baasflts f roai ths omnibus bill for recasting weifa.-V by 

man comomg and Commumsc shelung that have dom- .putting a guaranteed annual floor under h-ix- kco — 

imated the latest round of fighting there; Bloody reprisals, Mr _ y,-y :; r5no ., vcd show of v m cr ia su ^ orc of • g ; 

h.m wiiOoO tha*, foilov/ea tr.e unsuccas*iul Coirununist tlirc§-vcnr-oM reform plan is accomona'ca by r l ,: nr frn-« 

coup in Indonesia seven years ago, are indeed a gnmsomo secretary of Health, Education ami Welfare Richardson 

pap.,o.!;.,y io, postVAU \ie..nam, no matter v/mch side that the Administration may renew its susoo-'-’v r»~o- 

’wms.” But they cart hardly bs more tern tie than the tiatior.s With Senate liberals, under ihe icmiomhi-^^ 

nloouo atn.the Vietnamese are suffering each day that Seaatc , rgbicoff of Connecticut, for irmovemmte u' 

f 13 v/ ar continues. The sooner both sides move vers : oti of , ve I;are rerorm, already twice Passed by the 

t.ov/n^jci -i iiCv^o ssttlcuionc, ths bettor tnc chtincss ■ tj/x.t-a of -mrpe .-, n • t.-,s - „ 

M Aidujc ‘Ji, '-jvilwLU v u t>. ;; jell ; i.i, biLLw iOtu C>- -l 

■ v/ii\ 0?. .xO’c a relatively blooclisss recondiiation, h -. u c „ y ,.- } r . 

- « . W.i.pvU.lhO'w Ulii. liibdid --.V. -k •. C ilCvlOrl ■ t . ;;3 

■ i ■ year to erase the demeaning line between the working 

A:ny V-V* -I -I — — v , poor and those totally dependent oa nub’ic assistance, 

o o » .1 'il0| A j,i,'vi wl WJ. 1 "j ! J Cii It is past time, as Secretary Tv'uuvb; r- ; has declared, 

'-for Congress '‘to correct the conditions, of :r.'.sorj* inriosoci 
Tr.e shift from ground to air in the focus of American by the disgrace we mista'm.vy ceil a welfare system." 
rn;!’,y.ry activities' in Indochina has meant a shift from 

; rum air bases in Thailand am! carriers at sea. The ix-suU "■ •■l ■■'■!*•!' rp-j --y • ; / ; •• -• -.• 
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